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It Matters
He was loud
Bob Hubbell
He was bawdy
He was bellicose
He was dying
chiding the nurses
fooling with his privates,
making them laugh
easing their work
erasing signs of pity.
He demanded food
not on his diet
Refused the Padre's wafer
not on his diet
He told tall tales
about his many tattoos
about being a paratrooper
about enlisting at fourteen
all questionable factually
no one daring to question.
Needed by others
He couldn't die now.
Wife with bent bone pain
inherited granddaughter.
They needed his money
They needed his humor
They needed his spirit
asked for some wine
not on his diet.
He could "Not go gently."
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